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Neumayer, LSE, 2007:
“The feminists got it right.  Natural disasters 
are a tragedy in their own right but in 
countries with existing gender 
discrimination, women are the worst hit.”



“Vulnerable” Population
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Gender Analysis can be Gender Analysis can be 
used in all phases of the used in all phases of the 
disaster cycledisaster cycle

Livelihoods, land 
rights, inheritance

Relief assistance, 
shelters and safe 
havens, violence, 
pre-term laborChanges in water 

use, planting 
cycles & crops, soil 
improvement, tree 
planting

Coastal development, 
built environment & 
infrastructure, energy 
use & resources, 
communications

Training, public awareness



Aerial Imagery

Elevation  

Geodetic Control

Boundaries 

Surface Waters 

Transportation 

Land Use 

Special Flood Hazard Areas 
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Building Capacity of Women in the 
Pacific in Formal Risk Management 

Sector

Results:  
•More public out reach into 
communities
•More networking among 
agencies
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Climate variability results in frequent drought 
and loss of crops in these islands.  Climate 
change, which will force more climate extremes, 
will result in food insecurity and unavailable 
sources of drinking water:  Where do these 
women go?  How do they survive in new 
locations?  What happens to their power?



Violence and Health
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www.unisdr.or
g



Niue woman fishing with a bamboo 
rod from the intertidal reef flat 

Niue woman gleaning in the intertidal 
reef flat 

Livelihood Recovery:  How do disasters, and 
then climate change, affect livelihoods?



SOPAC Publication TR0282, 
2002

Investigations of 
communities in Fiji, 
Kiribati, Samoa, & the 
Solomon Islands

Need for Socioeconomic and 
Livelihood sex-disaggregated data
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Gender and Climate 
Change Network

www.gendercc.net


