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Distinguished participants, 

Good Morning and on behalf of UNDP and the regional programme on Gender, APGEN, and the regional programme on Governance, PARAGON, may I extend a very warm welcome to all of you.

In my brief remarks I would like to make reference to the close collaboration between CAPWIP and UNDP and secondly I would like to highlight why we believe your congress is important.

UNDP/APGEN's role and contributions in promoting Women in Politics

Under APGEN phase 1 (1999-2001), promoting increased participation of women in politics and political decision making was one of the four major focal areas/strategies to promote gender equality in development work

With CAPWIP as APGEN's implementing partner the following major outputs were delivered:

· Training Modules on Gender and Governance, on Transformative Leadership, and on Media and Transformative Leadership.  Country level adaptations of the regional generic modules will also be conducted

· Promotion of the 50-50 Women in Politics Campaign, through:

· Support to the Asia Pacific Regional Launching of the campaign which

Was spearheaded by the Center for Legislative Development (CLD), and CAPWIP

· Support and assistance to the Regional Training module on How to

Launch a 50-50 Women in Politics Campaign

· Production of a 50-50 Women in Politics Campaign Kit

(which will be launched during this Congress)

· Actively bringing the campaign to other regional fora, such as in

The Mayor's and Councilor's Summit in Phitsanulok, Thailand

· Development of a Central CAPWIP website

· Development of ONEWOMEN – the online network of Women in Politics Governance and decision-making; also to be launched during your congress this week.

Therefore we are indeed pleased to be associated with the work of CAPWIP and personally I have been very impressed with progress in our partnership over the last three years. We look forward to further collaboration in the next phase of APGEN, expected to start early next year for a period of 3 years.  

A rights based approach in APGEN Phase 2 (2002-2004)

Promoting women's participation in politics and political decision-making will continue to be a major theme under APGEN phase 2.  A major difference is that we will not view our support as being relevant only to the developmental role of women. Instead we will apply the Rights Based Approach to Development, and use the Convention for the Elimination of Discrimination Against Women (CEDAW) as the over-arching framework for the APGEN Phase 2 program.

This difference in approach seeks to bridge the bifurcation between CEDAW and the Beijing Platform of Action. This approach implies that 

· sustainable development cannot be achieved/separated from the promotion of human   rights/women's rights

· promotion of women's rights, under the CEDAW, is a comprehensive process of promoting her socio-civic, economic and political rights

· pivotal to women's meaningful and genuine participation in development is their active and equal participation in political decision-making,  in formulating legislation, in designing and managing development policies and programs that  promote gender-responsive governance, and address women's immediate and strategic interests

This rights based approach is increasingly being adopted by UNDP and UN Country Teams. Here in the Philippines , with backing from UNIFEM Bangkok, we are capacitating the UNDP and the UNCT to mainstream gender and to promote women’s rights. 

We believe the power of the process of transformative leadership is a key missing link in addressing adequately the many challenges before women and men. 

UNDP is also particularly excited about this particular congress because we hope over the next few days to strengthen our partnerships with people in the mass media, and to link also to those in the ICT business.  PARAGON is working with the media already on access to information issues. One of the areas of focus of APGEN is to ensure that the gains of the ICT revolution are used more and more in the service of the poor and marginalized sectors and communities, and is used to promote gender equality and sustainable human development.

I wish you all are very transformative congress and look forward to working ever more closely together in promoting and securing the rights of women.
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