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Prepared by: South Asia Coordination Committee on

Political Empowerment of Women 

Report Summary

Introduction

South Asian Coordination committee on political empowerment of women has organised a day workshop on "Transformative politics and women" on 26th June 2003 at Biratnagar.

There were 64 participants from different political parties, their sister organizations and Local level NGOs.

Mrs. Durga Ghimire, regional coordinator, chaired the program. 

This program has been conceived in order to assist the participants in broadening their understanding of the concept of Transformative politics and Gender and help to develop strategies to understand and address the political process through transformative politics.

Objective of the workshop:

· Practical understanding and appreciation of the Gender and Development (GAD) concepts 

· Acquire skills in identifying and analyzing the difference between present politics and Transformative politics.

· Formulate a strategy to overcome the problems and challenges of women while participating in politics and in decision-making levels. 

Methodology:

· Participatory Approach 

· Big and small group discussion

· Distribution of Meta Cards

· Group Mobilization

Ms. Kanta Rizal, Project Co-coordinator of SACPEW, welcomed the gathering. On the occasion, she said, SACPEW is the sub-regional focal point of CAPWIP for South Asia. CAPWIP operates through a network of national affiliates clustered into five sub-regional groupings; Central Asia, East Asia, Pacific, South Asia and South East Asia. The sub-regional coordinating focal points and national affiliates are autonomous organizations actively involved in women's political empowerment in their own countries. Furthermore she clarified on the objective of the workshop. She said, the course is anchored on the concept of Transformative Politics. Achievement of Transformative Politics requires a good management of present politics. Transformative Politics cannot be contributory to development of any country unless state, civil society and private sector are gender responsive. She further added that this program provide with opportunities to discuss and realize strategies and ways to address political process to make it clean and green politics. 

Opinions of the representative in the inauguration ceremony of the workshop were: 

Bishnu Sharma (District Coordinator for National Network Against Trafficking):

Thanking to the organizer for organizing the work shop in Biratnagar, Ms. Sharma said that Women are lacking behind and are still deprive of getting a lot of equal rights. She further said that this kind of program brings lot of hope and inspiration for women to work collectively. 

Nisha shah (NCP-Peoples forum)

She expressed happiness for bring all the political parties in one umbrella with same objective even though their perspective is totally different and working in different tracks. She conveyed joy for designing the programme for district level women. On her speech she gave many examples of women being subordinated and asked the entire gathering to come forward to overcome it. 

Shoulendra Bantawa (RPP)

There is discrimination in practice even though it is said as "four caste and 36 ethnicities" are the part and parcel of the country. She felt joy when the programme was for all without bias to some parties and wished the good luck for its success.

Nira Gurung (NCP-UML)

There should be equal participation in politics because the corruption level is high due to low level of women's participation in politics. Women's property right incorporated by 11th civil code amendment is yet to be implemented. Men are enjoying property rights by birth whereas women are being deprived of it due to which they are poor and living in a situation of parasite and hence need husband's permission to do even a single small thing.

Lila Sangraula (NC Democratic)

Thanking SACPEW for bringing the programme in such politically confusion situation she said, Women are lacking behind men even in developed countries in policy-making level. Women's participation in policymaking level in various parties is also a problem and challenge in our country. Women's have been fighting for their right in every movement by organizing various activities like lobby, advocacy, chanting slogans with higher voice but still there is very low level of participation in decision- making level. Why?

Shanta Rijal (NC) 

Ms. Rijal said, that there is no easy situation for women to participate in politics. Nation is in vulnerable situation and people are involved in different types of political movement and situation hence, participation in polities is not in favoring women at this movement. Though there were 40,000 women representative in local government they didn't know how the budget were planed. They are just made for making a quorum. If the number of women participation in politics increased than the corruption level will go down. We should understand that it is women's issue, regardless of the political parties. She stressed on the point that we will be successful if we unite and struggle together. 

She said, we should start our advocacy by asking for at least 30% of women's participation in every level, only than women could start enjoying their rights in practical sense. She further added that equal opportunities should be given to both boys and girls from their childhood.

Mr.Pradip Khadka, municipality police chief

Mr. Khadka said that police do not know the politics, because it is difficult to explain and understand. Though it is hard thing woman should also play the equal role as the man does in politics. 

I would like to convey the message from this forum that every man should provide equality to women. It has to begin from the family itself. In disagreement with the point made by one of the former speaker, "if the women don't get their right they should also come forward to grasp the right" he said, Rights are not to grasp rather it is a matter of thing to be understood and let others enjoy. He further gave stress on what to grasp in between husband and wife? There should be an environment of understanding each other. Again he said, I don't know anything about politics but it is really difficult. I wish every success for this workshop.

Mrs. Durga Ghimire - Regional Coordinator
Mr. Ghimire said that there is a global network of 60 countries with 7 executive members to co-ordinate to fulfil the following objectives.

· To encourage the politically backward woman to participate in politics

· To push forward the transformative politics globally.

· To encourage women to move forward in every aspect of their life, as we know their role is like a parasite.

· To change the present vision and culture of politics and find out the ways on how should we move ahead?

She further said, SACPEW is the institute for all women of different parties and we will be discussing in detail about the need of women in politics in brief in the session this afternoon. 

Gender concept analysis:

The formal workshop was started with the session on Gender analysis. Ms Kanta Rizal, Project coordinator SACPEW, started the first session through facilitating the class on gender issues. She had made clear about the concept of gender and the roles and responsibilities of men and women constructed by society and culture. It was very clear to the participants that "a part from biological differences men and women are the same."

She has become successful to aware the participants that except biological differences we can change socially constructed roles and belief. The session was concluded by reminding to the participants that in analyzing gender issues in any development concerns, the three most important thing is to understand the subordination position of women, Belief on "women can do" and there is a need of integrating gender issues in every spare of life.

Mrs. Durga Ghimire presented the paper on Women's participation in politics and decision-making levels (Please see the attached paper for detail information). Further, more explaining the differences between present politics and transformative politics she highlighted the following points:

Different between Present politics and transformative politics:

Concluding the session she said, the leaders were not able to meet the commitment made by them during the election campaign and has lost the credibility from the people. There is a very big gap of inequalities between men and women and also a wide gap between haves and have not.

What needs to be done? Answering the question she said, to ameliorate the present situation, the following steps should be taken:

· Strengthen the network of the agencies working for women.

· Enhance international networking

· Work according to CEDAW, Beijing platform for action.

· Capacity building of the Agencies working for women empowerment

· Lobbying and Advocacy. 

· Mobilization of civil society.

· Changes in discriminatory law.

· Constitutional amendment.

Group work:
The groups were divided into five to work on problems and challenges of women participation in politics and decision-making and the possible solution for it. The responses from the groups have been compiled together as below: 

Problems /challenges:

1. Family problem (lack of understanding with family).

· Need to bear double responsibility

· Discrimination between boys & girls

· Higher level of women involvement in reproductive activities.

2. Economic problem. 

· Differentiation between "haves and haves not".

3. Lack of education.

· Backward ness 

· Lack of self-confidence in women

4. Social and cultural problem (fear of society).

· Traditional beliefs

· Casts discrimination

· Gender Discrimination

5. Male domination.

· Lack of opportunities

6. Political litigious.

· Absence of women's evaluation in parties.

· Tendency of character assassination 

· Political Corruption

· Deprive of women political participation due to economic employment.

· Low level of reservation for women in politic (5%)

7. Legal inequalities

· No equal rights of citizenship.

· Deprive of property right      

8. Lacking of government mechanism to enhance women's participation in politics.

9. Inadequate Specific programmes for women.

Solutions:

1.  Family should help

2.  Equal women property rights.

3.  Women should be self-aware.

4.  Run education & awareness programme.

5.  Positive social attitude towards women political    activities.

6. Increase the higher level of women's participation in  politics.

7.  Free from domestic Violence of women 

8.  Women should be highly valuated in political parties.

9.  Change the discriminatory law

10. Skill and women oriented programme should be carried out

11. Equal opportunities should be given for both boys & girls (free education at least till standard 10)

12. Men perceptions towards women should be changed

13. The government should bring the programme with the    institutions from top to bottom

14. 35% reservation for women at every level

15. Focus should be given to social change

16. Politics should be transparent

17. Political corruption should be stopped

18. Higher opportunities for higher education

19. Equal distribution of work

20. Good governance and peace should be maintained

21. Displace the traditional practices.

22. Eradication of caste discrimination

23. Citizenship certificate should be awarded on the basis of mother's citizenship.

At the end Mrs. Durga Ghimire, regional coordinator SACPEW concluded the session by saying why this concept of transformative politics came into discussion? Answering the same she said, because the politics has been fall with men, money, mafia, manipulation and muscle therefore, the organizations working for women's issue need to contribute and work for the transformative politics rather than the political parties. The need of transformative politics is to change the values and norms of the present political process and also the organizations. 

Present Politics�
Transformative Politics�
�
1. Domination of men.


2. Rampant with corruption.


3. Main practice is character. 


4. Fall of extravagant.


5. Not accountable to the people.


6. Absence of respect to others.


7. Lack of appropriate governance.


8. Encourage for social injustice.


9. Deprived from the democratic values 


10. Running on discretion power.


11. No commitment to address the


 people interest.


12. Preference to concentrate the power


 in the centre.     �
1. Participation of all sector of society. 


2. Clean and green political practices. 


3. Respect for others dignity. 


4. Practice of fixed ceiling. 


5. Accountable to the people.


6. Mutual respect.


7. Running in good governance.


8. Society full of justice.


9. Full with democratic values.


10. Believed in transparency.


11.Stronger commitment to the people


 interest   and welfare.


12. Appropriate delegation power to 


the lower level. �
�









